

ADOPTED 4/12/16


Introduced by Council Member Carter & Co-sponsored by Council Members R. Gaffney & Hazouri:
RESOLUTION 2016-220-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THOMAS H. BRADDOCK FOR HIS LIFELONG DEDICATION TO AGRICULTURE IN DUVAL COUNTY AND BEING INDUCTED INTO THE FLORIDA AGRICULTURE HALL OF FAME; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
agriculture has always been an important and integral component of life on the First Coast; and

WHEREAS,
throughout his life, Thomas H. Braddock has been a leader in agriculture in Duval County. He successfully manages a 391 acre farm comprised of beef cattle and timber lands; and

WHEREAS,
a native of Duval County, Mr. Braddock attended the University of Florida where he earned a B.A. and M.S. in Agriculture.  While in graduate school, he began to study methods to reduce winter maintenance costs for beef cattle.  His research resulted in the interval feeding process being adopted by many cattlemen that helped reduce operational costs not only in Florida, but also in other states; and
WHEREAS,
passionate about and committed to getting young people involved in agriculture, Mr. Braddock devoted 38 years to the work of the UF Duval County Extension Office.  In 1957, he led the 4-H Youth Development program for the Duval County Extension office. As a 4-H agent, he developed county-wide 4-H clubs as well as coaching livestock and land judging teams. In 1975, he became County Extension Director, retiring in 1995; and
WHEREAS,
since Mr. Braddock’s retirement, he has served as Duval 4-H Foundation Director, President of Duval County Cattlemen’s Association, Vice President and Board Member of Duval County Farm Bureau and President of the Greater Jacksonville Fair Association; and
WHEREAS, for his dedication to the agriculture community, Mr. Braddock has been the recipient of numerous honors that include: the Distinguished Service Award from the Florida Farm Bureau, Duval Soil and Water Conservation District and Gamma Sigma Delta; the Outstanding Agriculture Leader Award, the Mayor’s Agriculture Leadership Award and induction into the Florida 4-H Hall of Fame; and
WHEREAS,
Thomas H. Braddock’s lifetime support for agriculture and mentoring future generations for agricultural pursuits culminated in his and his wife’s investment of a $1,700,000 pledge by the Thomas H. Braddock, Jr. Trust Agreement to the University of Florida Foundation to establish an endowed chair in the Department of Animal Sciences to support the Duval County  4-H Program; this generous, heartfelt investment is a reflection of Thomas Braddock’s investment in our young people to ensure a healthy agricultural interest for future generations throughout Florida; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Thomas H. Braddock for his lifelong dedication to agriculture in Duval County and on the occasion of his being inducted into the Florida Agriculture Hall of Fame. The Council extends its best wishes for Mr. Braddock’s continued successes in the years ahead.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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